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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH - JAMES E. CLOERN 
 
EDUCATION 
 University of Wisconsin-Madison, B.S. 1970, Zoology 
 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, M.S. 1973, Zoology (fisheries biology, limnology) 
 Washington State University, Ph.D. 1976, Zoology (limnology, ecological modeling) 
 
RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 2005   Chercheur Associé, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Brest, France 
 2005  Instructor, Ecole Doctorale, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France 
 1999-present Senior Research Scientist (ST3104), U.S. Geological Survey 
 1976-1999  Research Scientist, U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park, CA 
 1997-1998 Lecturer, University of California-Santa Cruz, Department of Earth Sciences 
 1997-present Consulting Professor, Stanford University, Department of Civil Engineering 

1993 Distinguished Visiting Scientist, National Institute of Water and Atmospheric 
Research, Hamilton, New Zealand 

 1993-1994 Directeur de Recherche, Université d’Aix-Marseille II, France 
 1974-1976  Teaching Assistant, Washington State University. 

1972-1973 Teaching Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Ecology and biogeochemistry of aquatic ecosystems, focused around a long term (31-year) 
investigation of San Francisco Bay that has included study of: primary production, algal and 
zooplankton community dynamics, plankton diversity, ecosystem metabolism, carbon budgets, 
resource limitation of algal growth, grazing by benthic suspension feeders, disturbance by introduced 
species, impacts of climatic/hydrologic variability, mechanisms and biogeochemical significance of 
algal blooms, benthic and pelagic nutrient regeneration, stable isotopes and lipid biomarkers to 
characterize sources of organic matter, coastal eutrophication, and ecosystem variability at time scales 
from hours to decades and spatial scales from thin layers to watersheds. 
 
Awards 
 USGS Star Award for Performance Excellence, 2006 
     Golden Screen Award, National Association of Government Communicators, for the  
  documentary “Delta Revival: Restoration of a California Ecosystem”, 2003 

U.S. Department of Interior Distinguished Service Award, 2000 
 U.S. Federal Senior Scientist ST3104, 1999 
 USGS Shoemaker Communications Award, 1998 
 Fulbright Research Scholar, 1993-94 (Centre d'Océanologie de Marseille) 
 NATO Collaborative Research Grant Award, 1993 
 U.S. Department of Interior Meritorious Service Award, 1991 
   
Postdoctorates: 
 Dr. Linda Huzzey, currently Professor, U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
 Dr. Richard L. Miller, currently Research Scientist, NASA Stennis Space Center 
 Dr. Jane Caffrey, currently Assistant Professor, University of West Florida 
 Dr. Joseph Rudek, currently Staff Scientist, Environmental Defense 



 2

 Dr. Elizabeth Canuel, currently Professor, Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
 Dr. Lisa Lucas, currently Research Engineer, U.S. Geological Survey 
 Dr. William Sobczak, currently Associate Professor, College of Holy Cross 

Dr. Jean-Marc Guarini, currently Research Scientist, Université Pierre et Marie Curie (Paris 
VI). UI 938. Observatoire Océanographique de Banyuls sur Mer. France 

 Dr. Laurent Chauvaud, currently Research Scientist, CNRS, Institut Universitaire Européan de 
  la Mer, Brest, France 
 Dr. Nancy Monsen, currently Research Scientist, U.S. Geological Survey 
 Dr. Rochelle Labiosa, currently NRC Postdoctoral Research Associate at USGS 
 
Graduate Thesis Committees/External Examiner:  
 Bertrand Millet, Université d’Aix-Marseille II, France, 1992 (Habilitation) 
 Anne Lefebvre, Université de Montpellier II, France, 1993 (MS) 
 Kedong Yin, University of British Columbia, Canada, 1993(PhD) 
 Frederic Jean, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 1994 (PhD) 
 Olivier Ragueneau, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 1994 (PhD) 
 Nabila Mazouni, Université d’Aix-Marseille II, France, 1995 (PhD) 
 Jody Edmunds, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, 1997 (MS) 
 Lisa Lucas, Stanford University, 1997 (PhD) 
 Laurent Chauvaud, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 1998 (PhD) 
 Anne Lorrain, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 2002 (PhD) 
 Christopher Carter, University of Canterbury, New Zealand, 2004 (PhD) 
 Christine May, Stanford University, 2005 (PhD) 
 Stephanie Moore, University of New South Wales, Australia, 2005 (PhD) 
 Olivier Ragueneau, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 2005 (Habilitation) 
 Christel Pinazo, Université d’Aix-Marseille II, France, 2005 (Habilitation) 
 Laurent Chauvaud, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 2005 (Habilitation) 
 Sophie Martin, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 2005 (PhD) 
 Julien Thebault, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, 2005 (PhD) 
 Diana Escobedo,Centro Interdisciplinario de Ciencias Marinas, La Paz, Mexico, 2007 (PhD) 
 
Scientific/Technical Advisory Committees (examples): 
 Programme rade de Brest, Committee of International Experts, Brest, France 1992-1994 
 National Science Foundation, Panelist, Land-Margin Ecosystems and Research, 1992 
 Florida Bay Science Oversight Panel, 1996-1998 
 USGS, Strategic Change Team Workshop, Reston, VA 1999 
 National Science Foundation, Panelist, Cooperative Activities in Environmental Research 
  between the National Science Foundation and the European Commission, 2003 
 Heinz Center, Reviewer, State of the Nation’s Ecosystems, 2002-2003 
 California Coastal Conservancy, South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project, 2004 
 USEPA STAR Grant Program, Environmental Indicators in the Estuarine Environment,  
  Scientific Advisory Committee, 2004 
 NOAA, Coastal Ocean Research, Panelist, Ecological Forecasting, 2004 
 USGS, Tampa Bay Studies Program, Science Advisory Committee, 2004-2005 
  USEPA, National Nutrient Criteria Program, Experts Workgroup, 2005-2006 
 Network of Excellence EUR-OCEANS (www.eur-oceans.org), proposal evaluator 2005 
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Scientific Societies (examples): 
 Editorial Board, Limnology and Oceanography, 1989-1992 
 Associate Editor, Estuaries, 1989-1994 
 Associate Editor, Oceanologica Acta, 1999-2004 

Estuarine Research Federation, Program Chair, Biennial Meeting, 1991, San Francisco 
American Society of Limnology and Oceanography, Steering Committee Aquatic   

  Sciences Meeting, Santa Fe NM 1997 
 Limnology and Oceanography, Outstanding Reviewer, 2004 
 American Society of Limnology and Oceanography, Session Organizer, ASLO/TOS Ocean 
  Research Conference, Honolulu, HI  2004 
 Limnology and Oceanography, Associate Editor, 2004-2005 
 8th International Conference on Shellfish Restoration, Scientific Program Committee and  
  Session Chair, Brest, France, 2005 
 Co-Editor In Chief, Estuaries and Coasts, 2007- 
 Convener and Organizer, AGU Chapman Conference “Long Time-Series Observations in      

Coastal Ecosystems: Comparative Analyses of Phytoplankton Dynamics on Regional to 
Global Scales”, Rovinj, Croatia, 2007 

 
Invited Talks & Workshops (examples): 
 National Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research, Distinguished Visiting Scientist,  
  Hamilton, New Zealand 1992 
 Second Institute of Oceanography, State Oceanic Administration, Visiting Lecturer,  
  Hangzhou, China 1993 
 National Environmental Monitoring and Research Workshop, National Science and  
  Technology Council Committee on Environment and Natural Resources,   
  Washington DC, 1996 
 Workshop on Coastal Eutrophication, Centrum voor Estuariene en  Mariene Oecologie,  
  Yerseke, Netherlands, Keynote Speaker, 1996 
 National Research Council, Committee on Future Roles, Challenges, and Opportunities for 
  the U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park, California, Invited Presentation, 1998 
 Swan River Science Program, Perth, Australia, Keynote Talk, 1998 
 National Research Council, Committee on Causes and Management of Coastal   
  Eutrophication, Irvine CA, Invited Presentation 1999 
 Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Winter-Spring Seminars, Berkeley CA 1999 
 Netherlands Institute of Sea Research, 125th Anniversary Symposium, Texel, Netherlands, 
  Invited Talk, 2001 
 American Association for the Advancement of Science, Symposium Role of Science in the 
  Water Issues of Northern California, San Francisco, Invited Talk, 2000 
 University of Connecticut, Symposium to Dedicate the Marine Sciences Building, Groton, 
  Connecticut, Keynote  Talk, 2001 
 Forum Québécois en Sciences de la Mer, Québec, Canada, Invited Keynote Lecture, 2002 
 Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Naples, Italy, Invited Lectures, 2002 
 European Commission,Workshop “Thresholds of Environmental Sustainability: The Case 
  of Nutrients”, Brussels, Belgium, 2002 
 Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Gloucester Pt., Virginia, Invited Seminar 2003 
 USGS Chief Hydrologist’s Seminars, Reston Virginia, Invited Seminar 2003 
 University of Georgia, School of Marine Programs, Athens, Georgia, Invited Seminar 
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  2003 
 CALFED Science Program, Sacramento, California, Plenary Talk 2003 
 Western Society of Naturalists, Santa Rosa, California, Invited Talk 2004 

Estuarine and Coastal Sciences Association, Symposium “Changes in Land Uses: 
Consequences   on Estuaries and Coastal Zones”, Rouen, France, Invited Talk 2004 

USGS Public Lecture, Menlo Park, CA “Delta Revival – Restoration of a California 
Ecosystem” 2004 (lecture online: mms://video.wr.usgs.gov/science/may04.wmv) 

 National Water Quality Monitoring Council, San Jose, CA, Invited Talk 2005 
 Ecole Doctorale, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France, Invited Seminar 2005 
 Université de Rennes, France, Invited Seminar 2005 
 9th Entretiens Science & Ethique, Urban Community of Brest, France, Invited Talk & Round 

Table Participant 2005 (lecture online: http://www.canalc2.fr/video.asp?idVideo=4109&voir=oui) 
 Université de la Mediterranée, Marseille, France, Invited Seminar, 2005 
 Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, Distinguished Scientist Seminar 2006 
 USGS Tutorial, “A Brief Guide to Scientific Writing and Publishing”, 2006 (lecture online: 
  mms://video.wr.usgs.gov/wrd/15Nov2006.wmv) 
            Cheseapeake Bay Program Scientific Advisory Committee, Workshop “Thresholds in Recovery 

of Eutrophic Coastal Ecosystems”, Invited Presentation 2007 
University of North Carolina Institute of Marine Sciences, Invited Seminar 2007 
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